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Devon in Sight Managing at Home Fact Sheet 20 

________________________________________________________ 

Amazon Echo (Alexa)   
________________________________________________________ 

Introduction 

Alexa is a cloud-based voice service, and using Alexa is as simple 
as asking a question. You can just ask Alexa to play music, make 
calls, set alarms and timers, ask questions, check your calendar, 
weather, traffic, sports scores, manage to-do lists, control smart 
home devices and more.  

Alexa continues to open possibilities and new ways to experience the 
world. Alexa's accessibility features are helping people be more 
connected, more entertained, and more independent. 

What you need for Amazon Echo to work? 

• WiFi 

• Smart Phone or Tablet 

• An Amazon Account 

• An Amazon Echo Device - Echo, Echo Dot, Echo Plus, Echo Show 

How to set the Amazon Echo device up 

To set up your Echo so that you can listen to music, get the news, set 
timers, reminders, alarms and much more - all hands-free! 

STEP 1: Make sure your Echo device is plugged in and connected to 
your Wi-Fi. 

STEP 2: Download the Alexa App in either your: 

• Internet Browser at https://alexa.amazon.co.uk 

• Open the App Store on your Android Smart Phone / Tablet or on 
your IPhone / IPad  
o Search for Amazon Alexa app.  and select install 
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o sign in with your Amazon account or Sign up if you don’t 
have an account at https://www.amazon.co.uk 

STEP 3: In the Alexa app, tap the Devices icon, then the + symbol and 
follow the in-app instructions to connect your Echo to your Wi-Fi 
network. 

Once your Echo Dot is set up there are a huge number of things you 
can ask Alexa to do. You can start off your day by asking Alexa what 
the weather is, or for your daily news briefing. 

She can do a number of smartphone-type tasks, things such as setting 
an alarm or timer, acting as a reference when you have a question, or 
letting you make calls or send messages to your contacts. 

How to create Alexa Shopping Lists 

Whether you’re grocery shopping by yourself or with the help of others, 
we can all use a shopping list. With Alexa, you can use your voice to 
create and access your Shopping List on any Echo device, on the 
Alexa app, and in the Amazon app. 

Follow the steps below: 

• Just say, “Alexa, what’s on my shopping list?” Alexa will respond, 
“Here’s your shopping list,” and will read aloud the first five items 
on the list. 

• To add an item to your list, say, “Alexa, add milk to my shopping 
list.” Alexa will respond, “I’ve added milk to your shopping list.” 

• To remove an item from your list, just say, “Alexa, check off milk 
from my shopping list.” Alexa will respond, “I’ve checked off milk 
from your shopping list.” 

• To check off everything from your list, just say, “Alexa, clear my 
shopping list.” 

A copy of your shopping list is always available on the Shopping List 
page of the Alexa app, and on the Amazon app. 

How to set up Alexa Routines 

Alexa Routines are useful for making several things happen with a 
single request. You can set up a morning or evening routine for yourself 
or a loved one with Alexa. For example, you could have Alexa turn on 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/
https://www.cnet.com/how-to/amazon-echo-the-complete-list-of-alexa-commands/
https://www.cnet.com/how-to/amazon-echo-the-complete-list-of-alexa-commands/
https://www.amazon.com/gp/help/customer/display.html?nodeId=G202136210
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the lights, read the news, and announce any appointments on the 
calendar for the day. 

Follow the steps below: 

• Open the Alexa app and open the navigation panel in the top left 
corner. 

• Tap Routines, then tap the Plus (+) icon in the top right corner to 
create a new routine. 

• Choose a time to set, how often to repeat the routine, what action 
you want Alexa to take, and what you want Alexa to say. 

Alexa Routines are available on all Echo devices 

To watch tutorials: 

For videos showing you how to get the most out of your Alexa-enabled 
device including how to use routines, smart home, communications, 
Alexa Skills and more visit our YouTube page at:  

https://www.youtube.com/AmazonAlexaUK/videos 

The best place to learn more about: 

• What Alexa can do and how to do it.  

• Brush up on the basics.  

• Discover what’s new.  

• Explore how to make the most of your Echo device. 

Is the ‘Meet Alexa’ page on Amazon 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/b?node=12728352031 

 

What to do next? 

If you need any further advice call our Helpline: 01392 876 666     

Devon in Sight is a member of the Helpline Partnership Community.  

  

https://www.youtube.com/AmazonAlexaUK/videos
https://www.amazon.co.uk/b?node=12728352031
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_________________________________________________________ 

Further Support Available from Devon in Sight 

• Information, Advice and Guidance 

• Demonstrations of Low Vision Aids & Daily Living Equipment  

• Assistive Technology Solutions – Sight & Sound Technology 
Partnership 

• Our holistic needs assessment (Sight Loss MOT) 

• Training for people with central vision loss (Skills for Seeing) 

• Emotional Wellbeing Support - Feeling Well, Keeping Well 

_________________________________________________________ 

Information Disclaimer 

Devon in Sight is committed to producing Information, Advice & 
Guidance Resources that are clear, accurate, evidence-based, up-to-
date and easy to use. We have a robust information production process 
based on best practice to ensure that information we produce meets 
the needs of people who are blind or partially sighted and their family 
and friends. 

Devon in Sight is not a medical organisation; therefore we can only 
provide general information that is not intended to be a substitute for a 
proper medical assessment. Our information is not intended to be used 
for individual cases. If you have a specific question about your eye 
condition, we recommend that you consult an eye care professional. 

Devon in Sight will not accept liability for any loss or damage or 
inconvenience arising as a consequence of any use of or the inability to 
use any information resources that it provides. People who use our 
Information Resources and rely on any information do so at their own 
risk. Devon in Sight does not represent or warrant that its Information 
Resources are accurate, complete or up to date. 

Our Information, Advice & Guidance Resources were correct at the 
time of writing. However, due to research and medical advances, the 
content may not be completely up to date. 
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________________________________________________________ 

 

Devon in Sight Contact Information 

 

 

Helpline 01392 876 666 
www.devoninsight.org.uk 

enquiries@devoninsight.org.uk 

Devon in Sight is a Registered Charity No 1140978 

_______________________________________________________ 
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